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Rhetorical Analysis Essay
Abstract
Through many years of people classification as well as labeling, society has created a system of identifying and naming both males and females. The article is primarily centered on the argument that youthful boys of the American culture earned their masculinity through the regular denial of a fag identity. Previous studies of adolescent homophobia have been expanded upon in this article, which shows the limitations of a centrally focused homophobia argument, as well as showing that the term fag can be used to describe both homosexual and heterosexual boys, and emphasizing the racially charged nature of the term's discourse. Pascoe uses ethos, pathos, and logos effectively to elaborate on how boys reaffirm their male masculinity through fag discourse.
Rhetorical Analysis Essay
Through many years of people classification as well as labeling, society has created a system of identifying and naming both males and females. C.J. Pascoe, in her article Dude, You’re a Fag’: Adolescent Masculinity and the Fag Discourse, elaborated on the classification of males and females, although males are the ones who have been subjected to most ridicule for failing to fit in the system (Pascoe, 2005). Most boys, particularly those in their adolescence, have become masculine regularly through the fag identity. Pascoe noted that a fag is the least name that should be called to a human being because she hinted that a fag is similar to the words folly or weird. Male masculinity is highly valued in high school, and when it is endangered, boys rush to reassure it with one another. The boys accomplish this in a variety of ways, but according to Pascoe, the primary one is the fag discourse. This entails boys making jokes in regard to getting girls, insulting one another's sexuality, and indulging in other emotionally destructive activities. Pascoe uses ethos, pathos, and logos effectively to elaborate on how boys reaffirm their male masculinity through fag discourse. 
The article is primarily centered on the argument that youthful boys of the American culture earned their masculinity through the regular denial of a fag identity. The author borrows from interaction sociologists as well as post-structural sexuality theorists to establish that the fag abuse has various meanings that are not only gender but also sexualized and ethnic-based (Pascoe, 2005). Previous studies of adolescent homophobia have been expanded upon in this article, which shows the limitations of a centrally focused homophobia argument, as well as showing that the term fag can be used to describe both homosexual and heterosexual boys, and emphasizing the racially charged nature of the term's discourse. 
To start with, the author made effective use of ethos by explaining how she combined both observational and interview data. Notably, Pascoe noted that “If I had relied only on interview data, I would have missed the interactional processes of masculinity, which are central to the fag discourse” (Pascoe, 2005). She made this statement to justify why she used observational data besides the interview data.  Consequently, this evokes credibility and trust and among the readers. The author also demonstrated ethos when she noted that ” Given the importance of appearance in high school, I gave some thought as to how I would present myself, deciding to both blend in and set myself apart from the students” (Pascoe, 2005). This makes the author credible because it shows that she recognized the essence of appearance in order to blend well with other students, which would have made the interactions friendly and effective. Further, the author demonstrated ethos when she noted that “I concentrated on one school because I explore the richness rather than the breadth of data” (Pascoe, 2005). This statement implies that the author values the quality of data than its quantity, and thus makes her a credible author. Data quality is essential in any form of research because it results in credible results and findings. From the examples highlighted above, it is evident that the author made effective use of ethos throughout the article. 
In addition, the author made effective use of logos throughout the article to show how the fag discourse may be essential to boys. Notably, she noted that fag discourse was important in joking relationships among boys. The author justified this when she stated that “Joking cement relationships between boys and helps to manage anxiety and discomfort” (Pascoe, 2005). Joking is essential in holding and strengthening boys’ relationships and also helps in the management of stress and discomfort to achieve a happier life. The author also demonstrated logos when she noted that “Differences between white boys’ and African-American boys’ meaning making around clothes and dancing reveal ways in which the fag as the abject position is racialized” (Pascoe, 2005). Different cultural groups employ the fag trope differently. For example, boys from the African-American culture are associated with wearing oversized clothing and dirty shoes. The hip-hop culture is also associated with African-American boys. Pascoe also demonstrated logos when she noted that “Looking at ‘fag’ as a discourse rather than a static identity reveals that the term can be invested with different meanings in different social spaces” (Pascoe, 2005). She used this statement to imply that fag may be interpreted into different meanings. For example, she noted that a boy might call another a fag, to imply that he is not a man, although this does not necessarily imply that he is homosexual. The various examples highlighted in this paragraph show how the author used logos to make reasonable or logical statements. 
Besides, the author used pathos to invoke an outlook of how fag is racialized. This was justified by Pascoe when she noted that “Richard Majors calls this presentation of self a ‘cool pose’ consisting of ‘unique, expressive and conspicuous styles of demeanor, speech, gesture, clothing, hairstyle, walk, stance and handshake’, developed by African-American men as a symbolic response to institutionalized racism” (Pascoe, 2005). Boys from the African-American culture who identify themselves with the culture of hi-hop wear clean and oversized clothing, often hanging down to their knees. The hip-hop outfit also includes “Meticulously clean, unlaced athletic shoes with rolled up socks under the tongue” (Pascoe, 2005). Therefore, the clothing attention given to the African-American boys who do not associate themselves with the hip-hop culture may present them in a fag position. The author also added that “White boys are not supposed to appear to care about their clothes or appearance, because only fags care about how they look” (Pascoe, 2005). This further explains how fag is culturally racialized because boys from the White cultural group would not care about their clothes or appearance as it would the case for boys from the African-American cultural group. The examples provided in this paragraph have sufficiently explained how fag is racialized. 
I this article, the author provided a critical analysis of the development of masculinity.  The author also brought the idea of the fay discourse and its importance, specifically in cementing relationships among high school boys and helping them manage anxiety and discourse. Through the various data collection methods used by the author, specifically interviews and observations, she assists the reader in apprehending that the concepts of gender, sexuality as well as sex are just social constructs. Although America may not be harsh in terms of gender roles, one cannot refute the fact that with terms likes flaggot and fag being used popularly, boys in high schools are being subjected to harassment in order to conform to gender norms. Therefore, the analysis provided in this assignment helps the readers appeal to ethos, pathos, and logos.
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